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SECTION   XI
FRUITS

INTRODUCTION
Fruit is the term applied by botanists to the whole product
of the development of the gynoeceum as a result of fertilisation.
Sometimes other parts of the flower in addition to the gynoe-
ceum participate in the production of the fruit, which is then
termed spurious.
In dealing, therefore, with the anatomy of the fruits, it is
evident that, in addition to such tissues as form the seed coats
and kernel of the seed, the structure of the tissues that have
been developed from the carpellary walls of the ovary must be
studied, and also, if the fruit examined be a spurious one, the
structure of the tissues that are derived from such other parts of
the flower as combine to produce the organ under examination.
The seeds that are developed in dehiscent fruits have, as a
rule, to remain for some time exposed to the inclemencies of
the weather, and in such seeds it is natural to expect a con-
siderable development of the seed coats into more or less
resistent, protective coverings. The seeds described in the
preceding section were seeds of dehiscent fruits, and, as a general
rule, it will be found desirable to remove the seeds of such
fruits from the pericarp and examine each organ separately. But
the seeds contained in indehiscent fruits usually rely, more or
less completely, upon the protection afforded to them by the
tissues of the enveloping pericarp, and in such cases it is fre-
quently found that the seed coats are reduced to a very narrow
layer composed of but few rows of cells, which have often so
completely collapsed as to render their structure difficult of
examination. Pepper and cubebs, the umbelliferous fruits,
and many others furnish examples of this. So also do the